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If, upon the bed examination, thefe thoughts be 
found to hold gbod, which I am much perfuaded 
they in great meafure will ; I promife my felf an op- 
portunity of drawing fome farther practical Remarks, 
and mall venture to communicate them to you, with 
the fame freedom, I now do. 



V. An Account of two extraordinary cafes in Sur- 
gery : Communicated by Dr. Steigerthali, F. R, S. 

EbftorfF, May the i%ih, 1720. 

Trefent Dr. Nottellman, Mr. Henzel an Officer 
of the Cuftom, and Mr. Niemeyer, Auditor. 

JQhn Henri Ofcmann, aged 5 1 Years and born at 
Burum, was fifteen Years of Age, when the fol- 
lowing Misfortune befel him. 

He felt a Spafmus or Cramp in his left Hip, and 
the inferiour Part of his Legs as this pain feized 
him pretty often, he confulted Mr. Raek a Surgeon 
at Ulzen, who applied feveral Plaifters to the place 
where the pain was, but without any relief to the 
Patient. After all thofe fruitlefs efforts, the Surgeon, 
to fee whether Oizmam had (till a feeling in his Leg 
Cwhich to outward appearance was become very 
brown,) made about 37 Incifions over the who\e Leg 
of which the Patient was not at all fenfible, except 
at fuch times when the [nfirument happened to grate 
upon the Bone, the Periofteum being as yet found 
and not inferred by the Difeafe of the Flefti. The 
Leg however did daily grow blacker, and the pain 
continued both in the Periofteum and in all the Bodies 
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of the fuperior and inferior Part of the Leg; At laflf 
a black Circle was (ben round about the Mufcles of 
the Hip as an indication of an approaching Purre- 
faftion. Thi* Circle appeared fo vifibly, a? if ;t had 
been cut off with a Knife from the other P?rr* iz 
has ever fince fpread it felf, and come to fuch a 
head, that without any other help and cure the Flefh 
began gradually to rot away from the Bones; and 
at laft quite fall away from the fuperior- Part , of the 
Leg which has preferved it's fbundnefs. After this 
nothing was fecn but the bare Tendons or Sinews 
hanging down like fo many Strings or Cords. There 
remained alfo one piece of the inferior Mufcles of the 
Hip faftned to the fuperior Part. At lad the Ten- 
dons being grown dry, confumed away, and after all,' 
the Leg it felf, I mean the Os Femoris, did wholly drop 
off in fuch a manner, that there remained about four 
Inches betwixt the Bones and the Flefh. loofely hang- 
ing down from them. The Flefh is at laft grown 
up to the Bone, and without the heip of any man 
has faflned, it felf to them. And in this found Fart 
the Patient feels a great Pain, when ever the Wear 
ther proves tempeftuous It is remarkable that at 
rhe fame time he perceives alfo a fwelling.in7rfr/^^. 
dis Dextri, the Matter whereof difcharged it felf through 
the Toes, and is of fo corrofive a Nature, that it had 
cOufumed all the Toes but the little one. The Sur* 
geon has at laft healed up this Wound ; but after 
all there is as yet but little feeling or warmth in 
the Foot. 

This Mao after this great accident is married now 
about (even Years to a Woman, whofe bodily Con- 
ftitution is almofl as remarkable. She is now in the 
41ft Year of her Age. In her younger Years fhe 
had the misfortune to be goared by a wild Boar un- 
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der the (hort Ribs of the left fide. Of this Wound 
ftie then received, (he has ftill a Fiftula to this day, 
what Food (lie eats difchargeth it (elf half concodted 
through this opening, and me is obliged to clean this 
Wound often for that purpofe, however me has not- 
withftanding this, her daily Evacuation per Amtm. 
It is remarkable, that the Victuals thus difcharged, 
by the Wound aforefaid, are flill diftin&iy known 
what kind they have been of. 

All this is attefted by Oizmann mentioned above. 
In f Jem Subfcripfit, 

jF. Tsliemeyer, 



VI- An Account of an Experiment made on Thurfday 
the laji Day o/June, 1720. before the R. So- 
ciety, to fhew by a new proof , that 'Bodies of the 
fame Bulk, do not contain equal quantities of Mat- 
ter, andltherefore that there is an inter fpersd Va- 
cuum, <By J. T. Defaguliers, 

I Took 5 Pound of Mercury, which by meafure fill'd 
three times afmall glafs Jar exactly full, and pour'd 
it into a thin Florence Flask : then having pour'd the 
lame quantity of Water (that is, three of the fame 
Jars full) into another fuch Flask, 1 fet both the Flasks 
in a Fail, and pour'd boiling Water about them, keep- 
ing the Flask that bad the Water down by force, that 
it might be as low in the hot Water as the Mer* 
cury. After the Fluids in the Flasks had receiv'd a 
fufficient degree of heat from the Water, which was 
round the Flasks, for the fpace of five Minutes, I took 

M % th^ 



